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Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

G  NAPIER,  B. Sc. (Hons.),  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

D.P.H.(R.C.P.&  S.),  C.T.M.&  H. 

Phone  :  Wilton  3108. 

Salisbury  3675. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

MAJOR  T.  A.  BROWN,  A.R.S.I., 

Phone  :  Mere  341. 

Council  Offices, 

MERE. 


Annual  Report,  1952. 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

This  district  is  mainly  an  agricultural  one  lying  in  the  south¬ 
west  of  Wiltshire,  and  comprises,  as  well  as  good  farm  land, 
large  areas  of  downland  with  few  and  scattered  houses.  The 
population,  some  11,444,  are  for  the  most  part  engaged  in  agri¬ 
culture  or  in  trades  related  thereto.  There  are  no  large  scale 
factories  or  works  in  the  district.  Besides  the  numerous  villages 
there  are  two  small  towns,  one  in  each  district,  viz  : —  Mere  and 
Tisbury.  These  two  towns  have  piped  water  supply  and  water 
carriage  sewerage  schemes,  and  other  modern  amenities.  While 
a  scheme  for  a  piped  water  supply  for  the  district  is  now  in 
progress,  from  a  revenue  stand-point  the  sewering  of  large  tracts 
of  waste  or  semi-waste  ground  is  a  different  matter.  However,  it 
may  be  possible  by  satisfactory  grouping  of  adjacent  villages  to 
serve  at  least  some  additional  villages,  but  for  this  to  materalize 
a  substantial  grant  would  be  necessary. 

The  following  figures  give  additional  information  about  the 
district: — 

Area:  71,319. 

Population:  11,444. 

Rateable  Value:  .£49,055. 

Penny  Rate  Yields:  £196  13s.  3d. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses:  3,487. 

Number  of  houses  built  in  1952  : — 

1.  By  Private  Enterprise  :  9. 

2.  By  Local  Authority  :  38. 

Number  of  buildings,  etc.,  converted  to  dwelling 

houses:— 

1.  By  Private  Enterprises:  3. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

Sanitary  Inspector — Major  T.  A.  Brown,  M.S.I.A., 

The  Inspector  holds  the  appointments  (inter  alia)  of  Sanitary 
Surveyor,  Sewerage  Works  Manager,  Petroleum  Officer,  Refuse 
and  Salvage  Officer,  and  certain  other  duties. 

Clerical  assistance  is  provided. 
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GENERAL  STATEMENT  ON  HEALTH  MATTERS. 


Population. 

The  birth  rate  was  lower  than  last  year  and  also  slightly  un¬ 
der  the  average  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  death  rate  was  also  lower  than  last  year’s  figure  and  is 
definitely  under  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 

Health. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  infectious  disease  given  later 
there  have  been  no  epidemics  of  infectious  disease.  There  was 
however  one  death  from  Tuberculosis,  one  from  Syphilis  and 
one  from  Infantile  Paralysis.  The  total  number  of  infectious 
cases  reported  was  less  than  last  year.  There  were  no  deaths 
from  unusual  causes. 

Housing. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  during  last  year  38  being 
constructed  and  many  more  are  under  construction  at  the 
moment  of  writing.  There  is  still  a  great  leeway  to  make  up 
but  progress  appears  to  be  easier  and  more  rapid  now. 

Water  Supply. 

A  number  of  parishes  in  the  district  are  provided  with  a  piped 
supply.  Some  of  these  piped  supplies  are  not  too  satisfactory. 
A  wholesome  piped  water  supply  is  now  a  necessity  in  modern 
farming  as  well  as  a  great  labour  saver  for  all.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  complete  Comprehensive  Scheme  will  be  authorised  soon 
meantime  the  Water  Committee  are  doing  all  thev  can  in  the 
matter. 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1952. 

During  the  year  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  children  were 
born  alive  in  the  district  of  these  eighty  six  were  male  and 
sixty  eight  were  female.  Nine  of  these  births  were  illegitimate. 


Live  births 

M 

F 

Birth  Rate  of  estimated 

Total 

86 

68 

resident  population  per 

Legitimate 

81 

64 

1,000—13-5. 

Illegitimate 

5 

4 

Still  Births 

Total 

0 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  live  and 

Legitimate 

0 

2 

still  births  12*8 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

6 


The  above  birth  rate  of  13*5  is  the  crude  or  actual  birth  rate 
and  to  allow  for  comparison  with  other  districts  has  to  be  ad¬ 
justed  for  age  and  sex  distribution  by  multiplication  by  the 
comparablity  factor  giving  a  final  figure  of  14*9.  A  following 
table  gives  the  birth  rates  for  other  areas. 

Death  Rate. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  deaths  occurred  during  the  year. 
Of  these  sixty-nine  were  male  and  seventy-seven  were  female. 

Total  M  F  Crude  death  rate  per  1000 

146  69  77  resident  population  12*7. 

This  adjusted  by  the  comparability  figure  (for  deaths)  gives  a 
final  figure  of  10*3  for  comparison. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


1.  Causes  of  Death.  Total  146. 

1  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

2  Other  Tuberculosis 

3  Syphilitic  Disease 

4  Diphtheria 

5  Whooping  Cough 

6  Meningococcal  Infections 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8  Measles  .  . 

9  Other  infective  or  Parasitic  Diseases 

10  Malignant  tumors,  stomach 

11  Malignant  tumors,  lung  (Bronchitus) 

12  Malignant  growths,  breast 

13  Malignant  growths,  womb 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  new  growths 

1 5  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16  Diabetes 

17  Vascular  lesion  of  the  Nervous  System 

18  Coronary  Disease  (Angina) 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20  Other  heart  disease 

21  Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

22  Influenza 

23  Pneumonia 

24  Bronchitis 

25  Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  (Kidney)  .  . 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .  . 

31  Congenital  malformations 

32  Other  defined  or  illdefined  diseases  .  . 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34  All  other  accidents 

35  Suicide 

36  Homicide  and  operations  of  War  .  . 


1952  ’51 


1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

16 

0 

1 

25 

15 

3 

31 

7 

0 

5 

2 

1 

3 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

11 

1 

3 

0 

0 


1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 
1 
1 

10 

1 

0 

34 

13 

4 
32 

8 

4 

5 
7 
0 
0 
1 
2 
1 
0 
2 

12 

1 

3 

0 

0 


146  151 
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Notes  on  the  Major  Causes  of  Death. 

It  will  be  noted  that  22  out  of  the  146  deaths  occurred  from 
cancer  or  other  malignant  disease,  15%. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  vascular  system  accounted  for  about 
57%.  These  figures  are  similar  to  last  year  and  together 
account  for  72%  of  deaths. 

It  is  sad  to  report  that  there  were  five  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age,  three  being  infants  under  four  weeks.  The 
remainder  of  the  figures  run  parallel  to  last  year  and  former 
years  and  call  for  no  comment. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICERS  OF  HEALTH  —  1952  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Birth-Rates,  Death-Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Case-Rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year 
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Influenza  . .  .  .  •  .  0-04  0*04  0-04  0-05  0-00 

Smallpox  .  .  .  .  .  .  0-00  —  0-00 

Acute  poliomyelitis  (including 

polioencephalitis)  .  .  .  .  0-01  0-01  0-00  0*01  0  09 

Pneumonia  . .  .  .  • .  0-47  0*52  043  0-58  043 


Notifications  (Corrected) 

Typhoid  fever  ..  0-00  0-00  0-00  0-00  0  00 

Paratyphoid  fever  . .  . .  0  02  0-02  0-03  0-01  0-00 

Meningococcal  infection  . .  0-03  0  03  0-03  0-02  0-00 

Scarlet  fever .  1-53  1-75  1-58  1-56  0-70 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Main  Drainage 

Mere.  No  further  progress  has  taken  place  with  regard  to 
the  proposed  scheme  for  the  reconstruction  of  these  works  which 
have  been  in  existence  since  1879. 

No.  of  connections  made  to  the  sewer  :  4. 

Tisbury.  The  method  of  working  remains  unchanged  and 
the  works  continue  to  be  heavily  overloaded,  causing  pollution 
of  the  river  from  the  effluent  which  is  more  or  less  crude  sewage. 

Notification  has  been  received  that  the  proposed  new  scheme 
for  the  reconstruction  of  these  Works  must  be  suspended  for 
the  time  being. 

This  news  is  disappointing,  as  the  hold  up  may  affect  any 
future  schemes  for  the  erection  of  Council  Houses. 

No.  of  connections  made  to  the  sewer  :  5. 

Hindon.  The  Contract  for  reconstruction  of  these  works  has 
been  signed  and  a  start  is  due  to  take  place  in  February,  1953, 
as  the  erection  of  the  new  Council  House  Estate  is  due  to  com¬ 
mence  at  the  same  time.  The  reconstruction  of  the  Sewerage 
Works  will  have  to  be  speeded  up  in  order  that  the  new  Estate 
can  be  connected  up. 

Zeals.  Minor  repairs  and  alterations  were  carried  out  to  the 
works  during  the  year  and  the  works  are  functioning  satisfactorily. 
The  main  scheme  in  connection  with  reconstruction  and  laying 
of  new  sewers  is  due  to  commence  early  in  April,  1953. 

The  new  Council  House  Estate  has  been  connected  up  to  the 
existing  works. 

No.  of  connections  made  to  the  sewer  :  34. 

East  Knoyle.  These  works  serve  a  small  portion  of  the  village 
and  reconstruction  with  extension  is  long  overdue. 

In  order  to  improve  filtration  minor  repairs  and  alterations 
were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  although  some  improvement 
has  been  effected,  the  works  are  antiquated  and  cannot  function 
satisfactorily  in  their  present  condition. 
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Private  Schemes.  1  he  small  private  schemes  serving 
Maiden  Bradley  and  Berwick  St.  John  gave  no  cause  for  complaint 
during  the  year. 

The  remaining  villages  rely  mainly  on  Pail  Closets  for  individual 
houses. 


House  Drainage 

Septic  tanks  are  generally  in  use  in  areas  which  are  not  sewered. 
15  were  installed  during  1952. 

Provision  for  emptying  tanks  and  cesspools  is  carried  out  by 
a  Private  Contractor. 


Public  Cleansing 


Scavenging.  The  organised  collection  of  refuse  continues 
in  force  in  the  area.  Owing  to  the  continued  increase  in  refuse 
it  was  decided  to  operate  a  bi-monthly  collection  in  the  large 
Parishes  of  Mere  and  Tisbury.  This  latter  addition  has  stretched 
the  work  of  collecting  to  its  limits,  bearing  in  mind  there  is  only 
one  vehicle  and  two  men  carrying  out  the  work,  which  leaves 
little  time  for  Salvage  collection  and  disposal. 

No  charge  is  made  for  Trade  Refuse. 


Household  and  Trade  Refuse  : — 
No.  of  loads  collected  : 
Approximate  Tonnage  : 


675 
2015  tons 


Salvage  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  refuse  and  baled 
and  sacked  in  the  Salvage  Depot,  before  despatch  to  the  Mills 
at  Reading. 

The  following  amounts  have  been  collected  and  despatched 
during  1952  : — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Waste  Paper  .  .  16  19  3 

Scrap  Metal  .  .  1  10  0 


/  s.  d. 
143  4  9 
6  0  0 


Total  .  .  .£149  4  9 


Financially,  the  value  of  salvaged  waste  paper  has  considerably 
declined  as  compared  with  the  year  1951,  and  at  the  present 
prices  the  work  involved  in  baling  and  collecting,  with  the  existing 

staff,  is  not  justified. 


14 


Refuse  Disposal  Tips 

The  Council’s  Refuse  Tips  are  situated  at  Hindon,  Tisbury, 
Semley  and  Donhead. 

There  is  an  urgent  need  for  Refuse  Tips  in  the  Mere,  Zeals 
and  Maiden  Bradley  area  in  order  to  cut  down  the  running 
costs  of  Refuse  Collection  as  a  considerable  distance  has  to  be 
travelled  before  the  refuse  can  be  deposited. 

The  Hindon  and  Tisbury  tips  are  filling  up  and  cannot  be 
used  much  longer.  It  is  therefore  essential  that  new  tips  be  lo¬ 
cated  as  early  as  possible. 

As  far  as  possible  the  refuse  is  covered  over,  depending  on 
the  amount  of  covering  material  made  available. 

Verminous  Premises.  Five  houses  were  found  to  be  infested 
with  fleas  and  were  disinfected. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  have  2  sets  of  bedding  destroyed. 

There  were  no  cases  of  bug  infestation  reported. 

Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949). 

Minor  complaints  with  regard  to  Rats  and  Mice  infestation 
were  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Sanitary  Staff. 

Co-operation  with  the  Pests  Destruction  Officer  of  the  Wiltshire 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  has  been  established  for  the 
purpose  of  dealing  with  infested  premises  requiring  intensive 
treatment. 

This  has  become  necessary  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  Rodent 
Officer  has  been  appointed  by  the  Council. 

Contracts  for  dealing  with  the  Council’s  Refuse  Tips  have 
also  been  arranged  with  the  Pests  Destruction  Officer. 


The  Tips  are  dealt  with  every  three  months. 
Below  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  — - 


No.  of  Properties  inspected  by  Local  Authority  during 

1952  : — 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 
(including 
Business  and 

Authority 

Houses 

Agricultural  Industrial). 

Total 

9 

23 

2  3 

37 

15 


2 


No.  of  Properties  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  : — 

Major  : — 

1  —  —  1 

Minor  : — 

8  23  —  2  33 

No.  of  properties  found  to  be  seriously  infested  by  mice  : — 

No.  of  infested  properties  treated  by  Local  Authority  : — 

9  15  —  3  27 

Smoke  Abatement 

Periodical  observations  were  made  on  the  few  Factory  Premises 
in  the  area. 

One  complaint  arising  out  of  excessive  smoke  from  a  factory 
chimney  was  investigated  and  the  nuisance  abated. 

Sanitation  of  Special  Premises 

Schools.  As  in  previous  years  progress  continues  with  regard 
to  improvements  to  the  small  Parish  Schools,  especially  with 
regard  to  washing  facilities  and  adequate  sanitation. 

At  Tisbury  the  school  at  Church  Street  was  provided  with 
new  Sanitary  Conveniences  and  Wash  Basins  of  modern  design. 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made  for  direct  connecting  up  to 
the  sewer,  when  the  new  Sewerage  Works  have  been  provided. 

Improvements  on  a  similar  scale  were  made  at  the  small  Parish 
school  at  Maiden  Bradley. 

Cafes.  Visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  from  time  to  time 
and  minor  complaints  dealt  with. 

The  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory. 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels.  A  detailed  survey  of  the  above 
premises  was  made  with  a  view  to  improving  the  washing  and 
sanitary  accommodation. 

Separate  sanitary  arrangements  for  the  sexes  were  provided 
at  4  premises  and  provision  for  the  adequate  washing  of  glasses 
was  provided  to  2  Public  Houses. 

A  number  of  Public  Houses  in  the  district  are  old  in  character 
and  modern  facilities  for  providing  hot  and  cold  water  and  other 
improvements  to  the  accommodation  is  essential. 
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Food  Preparing  Premises.  A  number  of  Bakehouses  on 
the  Register  have  been  closed.  The  usual  periodical  request  for 
lime-washing  and  painting  was  carried  out  by  informal  action. 

Hygienic  conditions  have  been  well  maintained  during  the  year 

Ice  Cream.  There  are  19  premises  registered  to  sell  ice 
cream  by  retail. 

The  commodity  is  supplied  by  Wholesale  Manufacturers 
outside  the  District  and  is  of  excellent  quality. 

The  retail  premises  in  the  area  were  subjected  to  the  usual 
routine  inspection  re  storage  conditions,  etc.,  and  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

No  complaints  of  illness  arising  out  of  the  consumption  of 
this  food  were  reported. 

Butchers*  Shops.  The  above  premises  were  regularly 
inspected  including  the  preparing  rooms  where  potted  meat  and 
sausages  are  made. 

The  general  standard  of  cleanliness,  on  the  whole,  has  been 
very  satisfactory.  All  the  shops  in  the  District  have  adequate 
refrigerators  installed  and  spraying  of  premises  during  the  summer 
months  was  carried  out  where  necessary. 

Meat  and  other  Foods 

Centralised  slaughtering  at  Salisbury  continues  in  force, 
where  all  home -killed  carcases  are  inspected  before  entering  the 
District.  Nevertheless,  inspection  of  meat  at  butchers’  shops  is 
made  from  time  to  time. 

The  following  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food  : — 


Meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  3Jlbs. 

Pork  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  61  lbs. 

Fish  . 84  lbs. 

Coffee  Beans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  56  lbs. 

Butter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2Jlbs. 

Tinned  Ham  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  77  lbs. 

Tinned  Luncheon  Meat  .  .  .  .  17  lbs. 

Milk  Compounds  .  .  .  .  .  .  44  lbs. 

Soup  Vegetables  .  .  .  .  .  .  5  tins 


All  the  foregoing  were  voluntarily  surrendered  at  the  time  and 
no  proceedings  were  taken. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act 

No.  of  renewals  of  Licences  issued  to  Slaughtermen  under 

the  1933  Act  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  •  .  .  •  14 

No.  of  new  Licences  issued  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

No.  of  legal  proceedings  taken  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Clean  Food  Campaign 

There  has  been  no  change  in  connection  with  the  above 
campaign. 

A  number  of  Lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  were  given  by  the 
Sanitary  Personnel. 

The  annual  return,  shown  herewith,  records  no  outbreak  of 
Food  Poisoning  in  this  area. 

Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Notifications 

Outbreaks  due  to  identified  Agents  : — 

Total  Outbreaks  :  Nil  Total  Cases  :  Nil 

Outbreaks  due  to  : — 

(a)  Chemical  Poisons  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

( b )  Salmonella  Organisms  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Staphylococci  (including  toxin)  .  .  Nil 

(i d )  Cl.  Botulium  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(e)  Other  bacteria  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Outbreaks  of  undiscovered  Causes  : — 

Total  Outbreaks  :  Nil  Total  Cases  :  Nil 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Routine  inspection  of  Milk  Roundsmen’s  Vans,  retailing  milk 
in  the  area,  continued  as  in  previous  years.  One  retail  Firm  who, 
in  the  past  gave  cause  for  complaint,  arising  out  of  the  quality 
of  the  bottles,  provided  a  new  set.  Otherwise  hygienic  arrange¬ 
ments  were  well  up  to  standard. 

No  adverse  reports  with  regard  to  the  quality  of  the  milk 
were  recorded. 

Water  Supply 

Part  II  of  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  continues  to  progress 
and  is  nearing  completion. 
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It  is  expected  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  cottages,  in 
the  Villages  concerned,  will  be  connected  up  to  the  main  supply 
during  1953. 

Meanwhile,  detailed  plans  and  specifications  for  the  remaining 
part  of  the  Comprenehsive  Scheme  are  now  maturing  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Ministry’s  Inquiry  re.  same  will  take  place  during 
1953. 

No  Chemical  Analyses  of  the  Council’s  Public  Supplies  were 
taken  during  the  year. 

The  following  data  dealing  with  Bacteriological  samples  is 
submitted  in  accordance  with  Circular  13/47  Ministry  of  Health. 

l(tf)  The  quality  of  the  water  depends  generally  on  the  source. 
Much  of  the  water  in  the  district  is  derived  from  the 
chalk  and  is  of  excellent  quality.  The  quality  of  the  water 
from  the  numerous  shallow  wells  varies  considerably. 

(b)  One  of  the  private  supplies  at  East  Knoyle  gave  cause 
for  concern  during  the  year.  Many  complaints  were 
received  and  investigated. 

The  lack  of  administrative  organisation  on  the  part  of 
the  owner  and  the  defective  condition  of  the  supply 
pipes  were,  in  the  main,  the  cause  of  the  shortage  and 
unless  the  situation  considerably  improves,  the  Council 
may  have  to  take  drastic  action  to  remedy  the  state  of 
affairs. 

2  Results  of  public  supply  bacteriological  analyses  are  given 
in  the  attached  table. 

3  The  water  supplied  by  the  Council  is  alkaline  and  has  no 
plumbo-solvent  properties. 

4  Chlorination  is  carried  out  to  all  public  services  except 
Teffont,  which  is  chlorinated  when  occasion  demands. 

5  Number  of  houses  supplied  from  Public  sources  in  villages  : 


Parish 

Direct 

By  Standpipe 

No.  of 

Population 

No.  of 

Popu¬ 

houses 

(approx.) 

houses 

lation 

Mere 

.  .  614 

2090 

— 

— 

Zeals 

..  Ill 

310 

— 

— 

West  Knoyle 

36 

120 

— 

— 

Sedgehill 

23 

81 

— 

— 

19 


Hindon  .  . 

.  .  123 

412 

— ■ 

— . 

Chilmark 

71 

215 

5 

11 

Tisbury  .  . 

.  .  433 

1482 

— 

— 

Teffont  .. 

46 

161 

44 

154 

Swallowcliffe 

9 

27 

— 

— 

Donhead.  . 

.  .  423 

775 

— 

— 

1889 

5673 

49 

165 

Results  of  the  Public  Supply  Bacteriological 

Analyses 

Total  Colonies  Coli  Aerogenes  Faecal  type 
on  agar  at  37C  per  100  m.l.  B.  Coli  per 
Source  Date  per  1  m.l.  of  water  water  100  m.l.  of  water 


Donhead  7-  3-52  — 

Donhead  19-  6-52  13 

Donhead  9-10-52  2 

Mere  7-  3-52  1 

Mere  7-  7-52  130 

Mere  4-10-52  2 

Teffont  14-  3-52  2 

Teffont  13-  6-52  2 

Teffont  9-10-52  3 

Tisbury  14  -3-52  192 

Tisbury  13-  6-52  370 

Tisbury  19-  6-52  11 

Tisbury  4-10-52  2 


Private  Sources 


3 


3 

3 

5 

3 

160 

180+ 


50 


A  substantial  number  of  houses  in  the  following  parishes  are 
provided  with  a  piped  pressure  supply  from  privately  owned 
schemes,  Maiden  Bradley,  Stourton,  Kilmington,  Semley, 
Fonthill  Bishop,  Fonthill  Gifford,  Chicklade,  Berwick  St. 
Leonard,  Wardour,  West  Tisbury,  East  Knoyle,  Berwick  St.  John. 

In  addition  there  are  a  number  of  Farm  houses  and  their  an¬ 
cillary  cottages  and  country  houses  with  individual  supplies. 

A  number  of  the  above  supplies  remain  unsatisfactory,  but 
the  progress  of  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  is  likely  to  remedy 
matters  as  the  scheme  gathers  momentum. 
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Twenty  samples  were  taken  from  private  sources  and  forwarded 
for  Bacteriological  Analysis.  The  following  shows  the  results  of 
the  analysis  : — 

4  samples  show  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

9  samples  show  evidence  of  pollution  with  coliform  organisms 
of  non-faecal  type. 

6  samples  show  evidence  of  slight  pollution  with  organisms  of 
faecal  type. 

1  sample  shows  evidence  of  gross  pollution  with  organisms  of 
faecal  type. 

Necessary  action  was  taken  to  have  the  wells  and  other  sources 
of  supply  cleaned  out  and  chlorinated  where  necessary. 

Factories 

No  of  No.  of 

Premises  No.  on  No.  of  written  occupiers 

register  inspections  notices  prosecuted 


Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

7 

7 

2 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  Local  Authority 

32 

37 

2 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

Total 

39 

44 

4 

— 

Defects 

Particulars.  No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Cases  in 

Referred  which  prose- 
by  H.M.  cutions  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  2  2  —  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

unsuitable  or  defective  2  2  —  — 


Total  4  4 
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Housing  Act,  1949 

A  number  of  individual  inquiries  requesting  information 
appertaining  to  Improvement  Grants,  under  the  above  Act,  were 
received  and  answered  but  no  actual  applications  for  the  Grant 
were  submitted  by  owners. 


Housing  Act,  1936 

The  results  of  the  detailed  Housing  Survey  were  published 
in  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951.  There  is  little  to  add  to 
this  report.  Progress  with  regard  to  essential  repairs  has  been 
retarded  mainly  for  the  reasons  outlined  m  the  1951  summary. 

Many  houses  were  found,  during  the  Survey,  to  have  major 
defects  which  alone  could  not  be  remedied  at  reasonable  costs, 
such  defects  include  low  ceilings  and  small  windows,  often  with 
a  total  lack  of  through  ventilation  and  with  no  access  at  the  rear. 

In  such  cases  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  both  the  roof  and 
first  floor  levels,  enlarge  the  windows,  and  provide  new  windows 
and  doors  in  the  rear  elevation.  Alterations  to  staircases,  pro¬ 
vision  of  amenities,  including  drainage,  and  other  structural 
work  would  often  be  necessary  as  well.  Many  owners  would 
most  likely  be  unwilling  to  go  to  such  expense  and  the  only 
remedy  is  demolition. 

In  connection  with  the  provision  of  new  houses,  it  has  been 
noted  that  a  great  many  houses  scheduled  for  demolition  are 
occupied  by  single  and  aged  people.  There  would  appear  to  be 
an  urgent  need  for  the  building  of  new  houses  or  bungalows  o 
a  type  suitable  for,  and  at  a  rent  within  the  means  of,  this  class 

of  people. 


Housing  Statistics  for  1952 

1  Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the 


year 

(a)  By  Local  Authority . 

( b )  Private  Enterprise . 

2  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  .  . 

(ii)  ,,  ,,  „  „  „  Housing  Acts 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  .  . 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  habitation 


38 

9 

26 

4 

1 

22 
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3  Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
Informal  Action  .  .  .  .  , .  .  .  .  .  21 

4  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts) 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing 
Acts,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  .  .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

[a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 

notices  were  served  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  .  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  as  result  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  25  and  26  Housing  Act, 
1936. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
made  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were 
cancelled  as  result  of  premises  having  been 
made  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


i 
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5  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  iv.  Overcrowding 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end 

of  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  3 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  .  .  .  .  3 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  .  .  . .  2 


Summary  of  all  Inspections 


Complaints  (Public  Health)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  102 

Water  Supply  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  30 

Food  Premises  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  28 

Farms,  Dairies  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  16 

Infectious  Disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  37 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  69 

Factories  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  44 

Housing  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  • .  .  •  106 

Other  Public  Health  Matters  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Council  House  Repairs  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  434 


Miscellaneous  (Building  Licensing  and  Town  and 
Country  Planning,  Building  Byelaws  and  Petroleum 
Acts)  . «  * «  i  ■  » •  . .  ••  ••  362 


Total  . .  1249 


Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  premises  requiring  Licensing  or  Registering 
under  the  Above  Act. 


Outworkers’  Premises 

Number  on  Register  .  .  . .  . .  .  •  •  ^  40 

Work  : — Wearing  Apparel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 

Number  of  cases  of  default  in  sending  lists  to 
the  Council  .  .  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  • 

Number  of  prosecutions  for  failure  to  supply  lists  .  . 

Notices  served  . .  .  .  . .  •  •  •  •  •  •  — 

Prosecution  „ .  *  -  *  *  *  -  *  *  • 
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Infectious  Disease 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  reported  during 


the  year  : — 

Whooping  Cough  .  .  .  .  32 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  23 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  .  .  8 

Erysipelas  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Poliomyelitis  .  .  . .  .  .  2 

Meningitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Malaria  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Tuberculosis 


The  following  number  of  cases  were  reported  during  the  year:  5 
There  was  only  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  B.C.G.  vaccinated  in  the  district  is  now  five. 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination  Statistics,  1952 

Mere  and  Tisbury  Rural  District 

Under  Total 

Age  Group  1  1  2  3  4  5-9  10-14  under  15 


Primary  imms. 

completed  r - A - n  < - 

during  1952  70  60  7  137 

Re  inf.  injections 
administered 

during  1952  —  —  —  —  —  ~ ~  *  299 

Total  immunised 
child  population 

at  31st  Dec.  1952  7  105  130  149  161  869  867  2288 

Age  Group  Under  1  1  2-4  5-14  15  or  over 

Vaccinations  112  9  5  3  3 

Re-vaccinations  —  —  —  5  17 

Number  of  children  born  last  year  .  .  154 
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